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YOU ASKED FORIT Part 3— Lessons in Faith

(Mark 9:17-24) A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, | brought You my
son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever
it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes
his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked Your disciples to drive out the spirit, but
they could not.” “O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall
| stay with you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring the boy to Me.” So
they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy
into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the
mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From
childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill
him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” “’If You can’?”
said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” Immediately the
boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

Lessons in Faith

(Hebrews 11:1-2) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.

1. Abel’s lesson:

(Hebrews 11:4) By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain
did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke
well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead.

(Genesis 4:3-4) In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of
the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from
some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel
and his offering.

2. Enoch’s lesson:

(Hebrews 11:5) By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did
not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken
him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God.

(Genesis 5:24) Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because
God took him away.

3. Noah’s lesson:

(Hebrews 11:7) By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen,
in holy fear built an ark to save his family.

(James 2:22) You see that his faith and his actions were working
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.

Abraham’s lesson:

(Hebrews 6:15) And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what
was promised.

(Hebrews 10:37-38) For in just a very little while, He who is coming will
come and will not delay. But my righteous one will live by faith. And if
he shrinks back, | will not be pleased with him.

Moses' lesson:

(Hebrews 11:24-27) By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to
be known as the son of Pharoah’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated
along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin

for a short time... By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he
persevered because he saw Him who is invisible.

(2 Corinthians 5:7) We live by faith, not by sight.

Joshua'’s lesson:

(Hebrews 11:30) By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had
marched around them for seven days.

(Philippians 4:6) Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.

Final lesson:

(Hebrews 11:39-40) These were all commended for their faith, yet
none of them received what had been promised. God had planned
something better...

(Isaiah 55:8-9 TLB) This plan of Mine is not what you would work out,
neither are My thoughts the same as yours! For just as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than yours, and My
thoughts than yours.

Al scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.

Messages and notes are available at crosspointworshipcenter.com.
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(Mark 9:17-24) A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, | brought You my
son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever
it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes
his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked Your disciples to drive out the spirit, but
they could not.” “O unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall
| stay with you? How long shall | put up with you? Bring the boy to Me.” So
they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy
into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the
mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From
childhood,” he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill
him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” “’If You can’?”
said Jesus. “Everything is possible for him who believes.” Immediately the
boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

Lessons in Faith

(Hebrews 11:1-2) Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of
what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.

1. Abel’s lesson: Put God first.

(Hebrews 11:4) By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain
did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke
well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead.

(Genesis 4:3-4) In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of
the soil as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from
some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel
and his offering.

2. Enoch’s lesson: Walk with God.

(Hebrews 11:5) By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did
not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken
him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God.

(Genesis 5:24) Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because
God took him away.

3. Noah’s lesson: Act on God's Word.
(Hebrews 11:7) By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen,
in holy fear built an ark to save his family.

(James 2:22) You see that his faith and his actions were working
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.

Abraham’s lesson: Wait patiently.

(Hebrews 6:15) And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what
was promised.

(Hebrews 10:37-38) For in just a very little while, He who is coming will
come and will not delay. But my righteous one will live by faith. And if
he shrinks back, | will not be pleased with him.

Moses' lesson: Don't trust your feelings.

(Hebrews 11:24-27) By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to
be known as the son of Pharoah’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated
along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin

for a short time... By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he
persevered because he saw Him who is invisible.

(2 Corinthians 5:7) We live by faith, not by sight.

Joshua’s lesson: Thank God in advance.

(Hebrews 11:30) By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had
marched around them for seven days.

(Philippians 4:6) Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.

Final lesson: God always does the right thing.

(Hebrews 11:39-40) These were all commended for their faith, yet
none of them received what had been promised. God had planned
something better...

(Isaiah 55:8-9 TLB) This plan of Mine is not what you would work out,
neither are My thoughts the same as yours! For just as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than yours, and My
thoughts than yours.

Al scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
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